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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from page 1





it is wrong. It is like sounding a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogue and in the streets, that they may receive glory from men (Matthew 6:2).  We see in the scriptures how Jesus reserves some of His most scathing rebukes for hypocrisy, and yet, we are all prone to do things to be seen of and admired by others from time to time.  When we fall prey to this our only reward will be, just that, a reward from men.


     In a culture that not only enjoys a good blast of the trumpet (vs. 2) when we do something good and might regularly seek out an audience for a charitable deed, these words from Jesus strike a note of dissonance.  Jesus says that we must not only seek to do charitable deeds without the fanfare, but in a quiet and unannounced way.  We should give of our means discretely, whether that involves our time or our money and we must do it without expectations of accruing benefits toward ourselves.  In verse 3 of this chapter, Jesus says, “But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing." The deed done in this way not only helps the one who really needs it, but it also gives the glory to the one who really deserves it, our Father in heaven.


     Our day of recognition for our charitable deeds is not intended to be the present.  If we make God the one master that we serve, Our Father, who sees in secret, will one day reward us openly (Matthew 6:4), and that reward cannot be matched by any word of praise that we could possibly hope to receive from men.





		Steve Huff








     Nehemiah saw himself as a man of courage and a scrupulous observer of God's Laws.  It was unthinkable that a man such as he would flee; and even if it cost him his life, it was inconceivable that he would violate God's law.  His perception of himself prevented him from sinning.


     What we perceive ourselves to be is extremely important.  Many intelligent and capable people fall far short of their potential because they consider themselves dumb and incompetent.  On the other hand, some individuals overachieve simply because they have confidence in themselves and undertake what others dare not even try.


     This concept is important in rearing children.  If they are constantly told that they are bad, they will likely live down to what is expected of them.  They are good, they should be considered good and they should be told that they are good.  This does not mean that we will overlook bad conduct in them, but it does mean that we will treat such conduct as inconsistent with their true character and a temporary aberration from which they will quickly return to being the good children that they really are.


     This principle is important in adult behavior.  If we view ourselves as "weak and sinful creatures," as we so often express it, we may live down to that self-perception.  Men such as Jimmy Swaggart attribute their sins to "human weakness."





"Walk as children of light" (Ephesians 5:8).  "Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him" (Colossians 3:9-10.


The apostle John, immediately before counseling that his readers "love not the world," wrote in 1 John 2:14:  "I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning.  I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one."  This is obviously intended as a reason for not loving the world.


     What we have said is certainly not to encourage a self-righteous pride.  1 Corinthians 10:12 warns,  "Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall."  We may fall if we depend on our own strength.  But the very next verse promises help from God so that we do not have to sin.  And all of the above references to "who we are" emphasize what God has done for us and what He has made us to be.  "By the grace of God I am what I am" (1 Corinthians 15:10).  "For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them" (Ephesians 2:10).


     Seeing what I am by the grace of God, "How could such a one as I" even think of sinning against Him?  "No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God" (1 John 3:9).








					





"Should A Man Like Me Flee?"


By Sewell Hall





After many other efforts to hinder the work of Nehemiah, a scheme was devised to entice him to sin by entering the temple.  Shemiah the priest was hired to report a plot on Nehemiah's life and to suggest that he spend the night in the sanctuary for safety.  Nehemiah's response was classic:  "Should a man like me flee? And could one such as I go into the temple to save his life?  I will not go in" (Nehemiah 6:11).








Some even maintain that we cannot control our "sinful nature" (as the NIV translates the word for flesh), and that we are therefore not responsible for what our bodies do.  Such a contention is a license for sin.


     The Bible encourages Christians to think better of ourselves.  We are "crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer serve sin" (Romans 6:6).  We are "heirs of God and fellow-heirs with Christ" (Romans 8:17).


     We are "saints by calling" (1 Corinthians 1:2), washed, sanctified and justified (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).  


     We were formerly darkness, but now we are light in the Lord (Ephesians 5:8).  


     We are "children of God . . . in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation among whom [we] appear as lights in the world" (Philippians 2:15).


     "He has delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son" (Col. 1:13).


     "God has chosen [us] from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth" (2 Thessalonians 2:13).


     Seeing ourselves as all of this does not encourage a lax attitude toward sin; rather it causes us to see sin as altogether inconsistent with who we are.  "How shall we who died to sin still live in it?" (Romans 6:2).  "Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" 


(Colossians 3:9-10).











Serving Two Masters?





In a world filled with equivocation and a tendency to rationalize our own actions, we occasionally need to be reminded of a point that Jesus made several times, namely, one cannot serve two masters.  But we can, and ultimately will, serve only one.  (Matthew 6:24).


     In Matthew 6, Jesus begins a discussion concerning the motives of the heart.  He warns us to “take heed”, for when we do a good deed, we need to make certain that we have the right motive. Who among us has not felt the grip of pride making its way into our “good deeds”?  Are we making sure that we are doing what Jesus has instructed us to do in Matthew 5 when he says, “Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works”?


     There is no contradiction in Jesus’ teaching here, rather, He is helping us to identify our true motives.  He is enabling us to separate the healthy motives from the faulty ones.  He is helping us understand the foundation needed to minister unto others in the way that God wants us to - in a righteous way.  To some it may seem harsh and even confusing that the outcome of a benevolent act could possibly be punished instead of being rewarded, “…no reward from your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 6:1).  We see, however, that Jesus says that to do a deed to be seen of men is actually seeking glory from men.  Why is Jesus so concerned about this?  Because he is challenging us about our motives.


     Having compassion on those that are less fortunate is fundamental in our walk with God, but when our charitable deeds are used as a means to show others our great benevolence to men, Jesus simply says that Cont. on page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green continues to have back pain.  Also Josh Green


Bro. Buddy Clark is struggling with 


bronchitis.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs


The Hammonds and the new baby


Remember those who are traveling or away 


______________________________


Men's Meeting Today


3:30 PM


At The Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Norm Rich


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper---Ken Gay


  Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman


  Asst. 2-----Rex Veteto


  Asst. 3-----Jack Green


  Asst. 4-----Malcolm Smith


  Asst. 5-----Rodee Bruns


2nd Prayer----Jason Gaston


Read Scripture---A. Petrochko


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Song Leader-------Jason Gaston


2nd Prayer------Brad Bowman


Read Scripture ---Zachary Huff


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Ken Gay


Announcements----Cecil Douthitt


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Malcolm Smith


Invitation---Drew Bowman


Closing Prayer---Grant Hicks





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














